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Our Vision 
Perth is a community of people living connected, sustainable lives 
 

Our Mission 
Provide space and opportunities to build community connections and educate and enable people to 
live sustainably. 
 

Our Values 
We do our best to work with these values: 
 
Respect, non-judgement, inclusion, equality and diversity. Perth City Farm Incorporated is a place 
where everyone is warmly welcomed and included regardless of their background. 
 
Compassion, kindness, empowerment. We strive to act with love and understanding, giving space 
for people to be their best self. 
 
Gratefulness. We acknowledge and feel gratitude for all the good we have access to. 
 
Creativity, fun, celebration. We do things in new ways with smiles on our faces and enjoy what we 
achieve together. 
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What is Perth City Farm 
 
Perth City Farm is an urban farm providing space and opportunities to cultivate community 
connections and educating and enabling people to live sustainably.  
 
We were founded in 1994 on the site of a former scrap metal yard and battery recycling facility in 
East Perth, just next to the Claisebrook train station and adjacent to the CBD.  This once toxic and 
highly polluted site has been lovingly rehabilitated over 26 years by volunteers to become a Western 
Australian icon for environmental sustainability and community engagement. 
 
We share our skills in horticulture, community building and sustainable living at our East Perth site, 
and across the Perth metro area through City Greening and Education activities.  
 
City Farm was originally set up as a project of MOTTWA (formally Men of the Trees), and we existed 
as a branch of their organisation for twenty three years, supported by their team and governance 
structure.  In 2017 Perth City Farm became a separate legal entity and registered as an incorporated 
association named Perth City Farm Incorporated.  We maintain an official tie to our former parent 
body as an affiliate member of MOTTWA and enjoy a supportive friendship. 
 

Chairperson’s Report  
Rosanne Scott 
 
 
25 years ago in 1994 we founded Perth City Farm! Those of us who had 
the privilege to take this journey together can hardly believe we are still 
here and going strong. Our 25 year birthday celebration delivered 25 
events, the highlights of which were a reunion dinner for past 
volunteers, and a fantastic Open Day.  The staff and volunteers worked 
hard at beautifying the buildings and grounds and visitors, especially 
those that volunteered in the early days, were dutifully impressed.  
 
The Dinner was MC’d by one of our founding member Neal Bodel who did a sterling job entertaining 
us with stories of those first years. Following this event, we had an open day attended by some 
guests that were significant on our journey to achieve our 40-year lease. It was particularly 
wonderful to welcome back Clayton Chipper (founding member), Reuben Kooperman (ex MRA) and 
Diana Warnock. Past staff Judy Miners and Dora DeLuca provided workshops for the public along 
with other generous folk. Graffiti Artist Lawry Holden provided a beautify piece commemorating the 
occasion. 
 
Other highlight events, and there were many, were a bush Medicine workshop presented by 
Noongar Elder Vivienne Hanson and a tour celebrating the life of Fanny Balbuk, a Whadjuk Noongar 
woman activist born 1840 on Matagarup (now Heirisson Island). The tour was delivered by 
Traditional Owner Glenys Yarran and Kerry-Ann Winmar.  Thank you to Lotterywest and the City of 
Perth for funding our birthday events. 
 
Our major fundraiser was created, developed and delivered by Kathleen Burton our CEO as her 
volunteer contribution to Perth City Farm, and was a stroke of genius! The Perth Indoor Jungle 
Festival was very popular and drew people that would not normally attend our events. Over $11,000 
was raised – congratulations to Kathleen and thank you. 
 



Our community came together this year for a series of workshops aimed at developing our Strategic 
Plan facilitated by the Enkel Collective. Our Board, Staff and volunteers have dug deep in order to re-
imagine PCF into the 21 Centaury and I would like to thank them for their dedication to Perth City 
Farm. Our community will be challenged in this age of climate change disruption, to keep true to our 
values of kindness, positivity, creativity and care for those that come our way, and I am sure we will 
make the grade. 

CEO Report 
Kathleen Burton 
 
This was a great development year for Perth City Farm, dominated by two 
perfectly complimentary projects- our 25th birthday celebrations, and 
strategic planning. During the year we gathered in our community and 
asked them what they loved about Perth City Farm and what they’d love 
to see here in the future, and this data informed both projects. 
 
Our celebrations featured a ‘greatest hits’ list of people and events back 
for another showing, plus some new things we were keen to try out. A 
highlight for me was the Open Day which saw the site flooded with people 
trying new skills, enjoying incredible music, and connecting with each 
other. Events celebrating local Aboriginal figure Balbuk Yooreel were also very popular, with a 
walking tour, bush medicine workshop and memorial bush tucker garden planting event all filling up. 
All of these celebrations were possible due to the financial support of Lotterywest and the City of 
Perth, and of course the support of the wonderful people who have worked so hard to keep this 
place going for so long. 
 
We also used community feedback to work on a new strategic plan for Perth City Farm, to help us 
focus our efforts and decide where to invest to strengthen our organisation. Staff and our Board 
were particularly involved in this process which is due to wrap up early in the next financial year. I’d 
like to thank them for their time and consideration throughout and thank Lotterywest for their help 
in funding the project. 
 
In the meantime lots of activity was happening at our site, and in the gardens we care for 
throughout Perth. Highlights were the new chook pen, delivering very popular education workshops, 
and experiencing well-managed growth in our venue hire enterprise.  Maintaining our regular 
activities, adding in a few new projects, accommodating 25 separate birthday celebration events and 
a strategic planning process is no mean feat, and I thank our wonderful staff and volunteers for 
pulling it all off with good humour and commendable teamwork.  
 
We look forward to the new year.  Certainty of our strategic direction will allow us to focus the 
power of our resources to grow our impact and help more people live connected, sustainable lives. 
 
 

  



Our Impact in 2018/2019  
 

  



How we achieved this impact 
Our Programs 

Growing: The Farm  
 
The Farm 

 
The highlight of our year on the Farm was 
building a new enclosure for our chickens 
and ducks. Previously, the birds had been 
kept on our northern boundary, between a 
tall building and the railway.  We felt this 
had become too hot, dusty and noisy – less 
than ideal for the birds and unpleasant for 
visitors. 
 
An online fund-raiser was a great success 
and allowed us to supplement donated 
materials and existing structures to build a 
solid new home in the middle of the farm, 

under the shade of a large mulberry tree.  New nesting boxes and watering systems have added to 
the amenity for the birds who enjoy the shade and fruit from the mulberry tree. They are also in a 
much better site to allow daily monitoring and easy access for the hundreds of kids who want to visit 
the birds, feed them some greens or to fetch an egg. 
 
We are very grateful to the many donors who made this project possible, and especially our 
designer-builder volunteer Paul Stephens and lead builders Cliff Burton, Sian Thompson and Luigi 
Pennacchio. A huge thank you goes to our intern Eleanor Chaos who ran the crowd-funding 
campaign for us. 
 
Market Garden & Nursery 
 
Our Market Garden continued to be a focal point for growing produce for sale at the Farmer’s 
Market but just as importantly as a demonstration centre to show how a lot of food can be produced 
in a small space.  We will keep building our market gardening skills and diversifying crops.  It has 
been particularly interesting to present our customers with unusual offerings such as purslane, 
amaranth, stinging nettles and sweet potato vine tips. 
 
The nursery continued to be a drawcard for volunteers who help keep the operation ticking along.  
Our wide range of vegetables, herbs and succulent and presented for sale each working day at the 
Farm with a special stall at the weekly Farmer’s Market.  All of the plants are grown from seeds or 
cuttings and are made available for our work in other parts of the Farm and off-site projects such as 
the Urban Orchard and QV1 garden. 
 
The Market Garden and Nursery are heavy water users and we grapple with the issue facing urban 
farms across Australia, that is managing water demand in a drying climate.  In the year ahead, we 
will continue efforts to improve efficient in our watering systems. 
 
 
 
 



Education 
 
Thanks to support through the City of Perth’s Community Enhancement Grant, City Farm was able to 
stage a very successful series of workshops on sustainable living, called Grow-Cook-Connect. Well 
known permaculture practitioner and teacher Fiona Blackham led the sell-out series of workshops 
held at City Farm on Saturday mornings. Participants learnt about a wide range of topics including 
permaculture approaches, composting, organic growing, integrated pest management and 
fermenting and pickling excess produce. 

 
We also ran or hosted dozens of workshops making the 
most of City Farm’s unique setting.  A highlight during the 
year was a two-day workshop on biological farming and 
microscopy delivered by soil scientist Dr Mary Cole and 
hosted by WA-based company Smart Soil.  It was 
particularly gratifying to see broad-acre farmers coming to 
learn new approaches to improve soil biology as a means 
to tackle serious challenges in the wheatbelt. 
 

A good relationship has been forged with the Bold Park Community School, with a group of Year 11 
students – who had completed certificates in permaculture – spending a day a week in their second 
semester helping with harvesting from the Market Garden and other farm tasks.  This arrangement 
will continue in 2020. 
 
As well as local school and university groups of all age ranges coming for City Farm tours, we have 
also hosted visits from international students from Japan, Bhutan and Nepal. Looking ahead, 2020 
will see more workshops on sustainable living skills, including soap making, fermenting, sourdough 
baking and an introduction to permaculture. 

 
Connecting: Markets and Our Events 
 
Markets and City Farm run events continued this year as a key way 
that we bring our community together and support local growers 
and small businesses. 
 
The Farmers Markets ran throughout the year, with our nine 
regular producers plus two or three other rotating stallholders 
joining us every Saturday. Stallholders are supported by a sizable 
group of regular customers who do their weekly food shop here, 
delighting in the fresh organic produce available and the chance to 
connect with the farmers that grew it.  Many friendships have 
bloomed and are maintained at these markets. 
 
We often have buskers playing at the market which add to the 
great vibe.  We also added three special events to happen before 
Mothers Day, Fathers Day and Christmas, with the aim of 
attracting new stallholders and reaching new customers. Those events worked well and were well 
received by the regular stallholders and customers, as well as by the wider community. 
 
A real highlight for the year was the 25th Birthday celebration series; 25 events over August and 
September, to reflect the great diversity of things that have happened at City Farm over the years.  



With the support of Lotterywest and the City of Perth we were able to hire Event Coordinator 
Elizabeth Wilkerson who oversaw proceedings. Highlights included: 
 

- Commissioning a song about local legend Balbuk Yooreel, written by emerging Noongar 
artists Natasha Eldridge and MC Flewnt. Performed at the Open Day 

- A community planting of a bush tucker garden onsite, also commemorating Balbuk Yooreel 
- A reunion dinner that saw 85 of our alumni gather and share stories 
- A big Open Day with live music, free workshops and talks, art activities, fairies, markets and 

food. 
 
We curated a variety of other special events on the site throughout this year. Highlights included: 

- Perth Indoor Jungle Festival 
- Twilight Festivals including Love the Earth, Fiesta in February, Christmas Festival and Twilight 

Wedding Market 
- Community Visioning Session for strategic planning 
- Vessels of Care and Control series 

 

Sharing our Home: Venue Hire and Partners  
 
Perth City Farm is a beautiful place, and we love to see other people and organisations using our 
buildings and gardens to celebrate, educate and connect.   
 
Our three self-styled spaces have welcomed an array of people from different walks of life, who 
come to us to celebrate a variety of events. We host weddings almost every weekend, plenty of 
workshops or corporate trainings, Christmas parties, engagements, product launches, Not for Profit 
events and even 18th and 21st birthdays & ‘after ball’ parties.  
 
The Barn with courtyard and kitchen, and the Art room both hold up to 200 people for larger events; 
and our Community room holds up to 40 and is the ideal space for any workshop. With the addition 
of a few extra toilets, we can host events of up to 700 people! Which is exactly what we did for Pride 
2019 – when the Vic Parks Arts Centre hosted a Barn Dance for 500 people.  
 

This year, our venue was buzzing almost every 
weekend and was occupied with plenty of midweek 
bookings – a definite increase from the last year. One 
of our favourite moments was hosting our Twilight 
Wedding Market again; the evening was another 
great success, showcasing a variety of different 
vendors specialising in a range of services and styles. 
The entire site was full of light and colour; giving our 
potential and locked in hirers plenty of ideas and 
inspiration for their event.   

 
Venue Hire is a very important enterprise for our organisation and the surplus generated from this 
activity supports the running costs of the site. 
 
This year we also delighted in sharing our site with some regular groups who added colour and great 
programming, namely The Forever Project, Arbor Carbon, Nulsen, Sambanistas, PopKulture, Gaia’s 
Organic Gardens, 66 Barrels, Taste Budds, Spoken Word, Unitingcare West, Food Not Bombs, and 
The Big Table. 
 



All this was possible thanks to some impressive teamwork from our events crew- Paula, Phoebe & 
Erin in the office, Grant on the ground, Dougie on maintenance and on-call duties, NPB security, our 
contract cleaners Pink Diamond. The smooth running and success of all our events is made possible 
by the cooperation and understanding of all our wonderful staff and site users 
 

Spreading Seed: Inner City Greening 
 
Our City Greening work focused on caring for three 
offsite garden spaces- the Urban Orchard and Wetlands 
at the Perth Cultural Centre, and the Qmunity Garden at 
the QV1 office complex.  City Greening Coordinator 
Emma Slavin moves between these spaces with a small 
team of volunteers, planting, pruning, weeding, 
harvesting and fixing reticulation. 
 
In the Urban Orchard the team focused on maintaining 
the excellent standard of presentation in the central 
beds with a constantly changing selection of edible and 
useful annuals.  This year has also seen the results of a greater focus on fruit tree health and feeding 
over the last couple of years coming fruition with improved fruit production.  Another highlight this 
year was the series of successful tours for the general public that were run by Emma as part of the 
25th Birthday celebrations.  
 
At the Qmunity garden Emma worked closely with office tenant gardeners to support them growing 

their crops, attending regular Harvest Days and Gardeners BBQ Lunches to develop the community 

around the garden. 

 

  



Our People 

Staff 
This year we retained our core staff team as they focused on maintaining our current activities, 
whilst devoting time and energy into birthday celebrations and strategic planning. All are keen for 
the clarity and vision that will come with the strategic plan, and ready to grow City Farm to the next 
level. 
 
Our valued staff for the year were: 
 

Staff Role Start  Date End Date 

Ada Maes Nursery Assistant 27/08/18 23/10/2018 

Alison Tapper Nursery Coordinator & Educator 3/09/2013   

Ben Klenner WFTD Supervisor 14/06/2018 18/12/2018  

Douglas Scott  
Buildings and Grounds Maintenance 
Supervisor 10/11/2015   

Ebony Clayton Casual Markets Assistant 22/12/2018  

Elizabeth 
Wilkerson Events Assistant 22/07/2019  

Emma Slavin Inner City Greening Coordinator 15/05/2017   

Erin Verran Accounts Officer 19/12/2016   

Frances White Market Assistant 1/09/2018   

Grant Clatworthy Building & Grounds Maintenance Assistant 12/03/2018   

Hossein Gholami Twilight Market Assistant 20/09/2017   

Kathleen Burton Chief Executive Officer 2/06/2017   

Maria Maestre  Education Assistant 25/09/2019  

Paula Galvin Venue, Office and Marketing Manager 15/11/2011   

Phoebe Dean Venue, Office and Marketing Assistant 12/01/2017   

Rocio Uculmana Markets Coordinator 14/09/2017   

Rodney Hughes Farm Manager 12/07/2018   

Tewabech 
Debalke Cleaner 11/06/2011   

Tim Kershaw WFTD Supervisor 6/09/2017 18/12/2018  

 

Board 
 
We had a stable Board this year, with this wonderful group of volunteers providing excellent 
guidance for the organisation.  We have a delightful mix of City Farm alumni who understand the 
historic heart of this special place, plus some newer faces who bring important skills in financial 
management, governance and business development. Our Board members for the year were: 
 

Name Position Start Date End Date 

Rosanne Scott Chairperson 1/10/2017   

Thom Scott General Member 1/10/2017   

Morgan Gillham General Member 1/10/2017   

Peg Davies General Member 1/10/2017  12/6/2019 



Kate Wood General Member 1/10/2017   

Alexis Anderson Secretary, General Member 29/11/2017   

Chris Woods General Member 31/01/2018   

Richard West Treasurer 31/1/2018  

Sasha Dawson General Member 30/05/2018   

Lana Snook General Member, Secretary 30/05/2018   

 

Volunteers  
 
Volunteers have always been essential 
in keeping the Perth City Farm gates 
open, and this year was no different.  
We had over 85 people contribute 
4,057 hours of their time to all aspects 
of running the organisation, covering 
tasks like harvesting, governing, 
propagating, cleaning, watering, chook 
care, research, building, event delivery 
and administration.  
 
We are particularly grateful to the 
dedicated long term volunteers who 
come every week to help Perth City 
Farm. Grateful for the work they put in here, but even more grateful for their social contribution, 
energy and kindness.  We welcomed lots of new volunteers as well this year, and they’ve all brought 
something different to the team. 
 
Throughout the year volunteers enjoyed a weekly communal lunch, an end-of-year festive lunch and 
contributed at the Community Visioning session ran in June as a part of the strategic planning 
project. 
 

Partners 
 
We love to share the City Farm site with other organisations doing good work. This year our 
programming partners included: 
 

 

• Food Not Bombs: This all-volunteer group recovers food that would otherwise be thrown 
out and makes fresh hot vegan and vegetarian meals that are served to anyone without 
restriction. They are cooking up and serving meals at City Farm every Monday night, 
attracting a great range of community members who enjoy sharing a meal together. 

 

• Sambanistas: W.A.'s premier street percussion samba band continue to rehearse at City 
Farm every Sunday.  They are a community based, not for profit organisation dedicated to 
enjoying life through music and performing, and anyone can join them for their weekly 
rehearsals. 
 

• Uniting Care West: We loved having a group of young people learning cooking skills for 
independence in our community kitchen each Monday this year, facilitated by lovely staff 
from UnitingCare West. 



 

Our Supporters 
 
Perth City Farm has flourished this year thanks to the continued support of a large community of 
people and organisations. We are indebted to the following for their assistance in 2018/2019 and 
thank them for their generous contributions. 
 

• Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority for their ongoing support as our landlords 

• Lotterywest for funding two key projects this year- Strategic planning and 25th Birthday 
celebrations 

• King & Wood Mallesons in Australia for pro-bono legal support 

• City of Perth for support including event sponsorship for the 2th Birthday Celebrations, the 
community development team for their general advice and support, and for supporting us 
with a community enhancement grant 

• Morgan Gillham at Josh Byrne & Associates for making connections across the city to help 
the farm 

• Sam Man at Urban Farm Living for advising us and helping to look after our chooks and 
ducks 

• Perth Theatre Trust for continuing to engage us in caring for the Urban Orchard and 
Wetlands 

• QV1 Management for continuing to engage us in caring for the Qmunity Garden 

• Pink Diamond and NPB Security for providing cleaning and security services respectively, and 
going above and beyond to support our Venue Hire business. 

• Marina from Danica designs for donating her excellent design work to multiple projects. 

• Carbon Bookkeeping for going above and beyond on supporting our financial functions 

• Ray Woolley for his support with our annual audit 

• Reece Plumbing for general support and advice  

• Cameron McPhee, formerly of Urban Ecological for irrigation advice 

• Ken Allen from Upbeat Events for curating the 25th birthday event series with some 
particularly wonderful music selections 
 

Structure and Management 
As an incorporated association Perth City Farm is governed by a board of volunteers, with board 
members being elected each year by members of the association. The board is responsible for 
governing the organisation, ensuring it has a strategic plan and that staff and volunteers are 
delivering that plan in a way that aligns with the organisations values.   
 
The board employ a CEO, and the CEO is responsible for the operational management of the 
organisation.  The CEO is the official conduit between the board and the staff and volunteers team.  
Staff and volunteers work together to deliver on the vision and mission of the organisation, as listed 
in the constitution and detailed in the strategic plan. 

  



Finances 
Treasurer’s Report 
It is my great pleasure to provide my Treasurer’s report after Perth City Farm’s first full year of 
independent operations, being the year ended 30 September 2019.   
 
At the end of our second full year of independent operations, Perth City Farms showed a small deficit 
of just $5,814.  This was considerably better than the budget approved by the board, who had 
anticipated a larger loss considering the need for stabilisation and growth.  It demonstrates the careful 
work by our highly skilled management team. The board want to thank Kathleen Burton, our CEO,  and 
Erin Verran, our accountant, and their team, for their service and integrity.   
 
Despite the small negative result, I am pleased to report that the Association can pay its debts as and 
when they fall due.  The Board and Executive have financial policies and procedures in place to ensure 
that the Association’s funds are well managed and secure.  These include delegations and authorities 
that require adequate separation of duties, cross checking and multiple signatories for payments.   
 
Our members can be assured that the management and governance of Perth City Farm is in good 
hands, with solid systems to manage the association’s money and assets.  As part of this process, we 
have the Association’s accounts audited and we appreciate the work done by our auditor, Ray 
Woolley, for helping our members to be confident in our results and systems. 
 
Our net operating result was the result of turnover of $728,615 which was slightly up from last year.  
Our key expense was payments to our wonderful staff, totalling $450,992 or 61% of our total.  This 
also represents a marginal increase from 2018.  Our staff are what makes Perth City Farm what it is.  I 
remain humbled by their commitment and skills and thank them all for their service to the Association 
and our clients. 
 
I wish to thank my colleagues on the Board of Perth City Farm.  It has been a pleasure to work with 
such dedicated, knowledgeable people.  I am in awe of the skill-set they bring to the table as we build 
on our flying start.   
 
I would like to give thanks to funding agencies who have helped us deliver our services, plan for the 
future and recognise our past.  Lotterywest provided $40,000 funding towards our strategic planning 
process and re-branding.  We also received $15,000 from Lotterywest and $9,900 from the City of 
Perth to help us celebrate Perth City Farm’s 25th birthday.  This generous support was gratefully 
received and immediately put to good use.   
 
Perth City Farm will continue to look for opportunities to increase revenue from grants and services, 
to expand services and to become sustainable for the long-term.  It has been an exciting journey 
working with the Board and staff of Perth City Farm to move to financial independence.  So far, the 
first two years have shown that the organisation can be viable on a financial basis.   
 
 
Ric West JP FIPA FFA 
Treasurer  
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